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in his present mood might show temper, and she
might be received in Berlin with some hostile demon-
stration. The Queen was extremely angry: that Russia
could possibly make objections to the marriage of her
granddaughter to a private person was impertinent and
ridiculous and preposterous : it was a purely family
matter. But that was not her main point. William
was opposed to it, and she had already telegraphed to
the Empress Frederick not to allow the engagement unless
he gave his full consent.

Lord Salisbury, reassured as to that, was still far from
easy. He wrote again, telling the Queen that there was
a good deal of anxiety in high circles at Berlin about any
meeting between Crown Prince William and his grand-
mother. His head seemed to have been turned by the
thought of all that must so soon be his, and high circles
were afraid that ' if any thorny subject came up in con-
versation the Prince might say something that would not
reflect credit on him, and that if he acted so as to draw
any reproof from Your Majesty, he might take it ill, and
a feeling would rankle in his mind which might hinder
the good relations between the two nations/ Lord
Salisbury even reminded her that f everything that is said
to him must be very carefully weighed/ * This was very
tactfully put; one can imagine him coining these elegant
paraphrases, when all he wanted to say was * William
might be rude to you, ma'am, and then you might be
rude to him,' But in spite of this elegance, it must have
astonished the Queen to be told how to treat William !
She did not answer the letter, and off she went to
Berlin.

It was indeed a tragic household which she found at
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